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Focus on 

Student Improvement



On my sonôs first fishing trip, he asked, 

ñWhy do we have a net in the boat?"

His grandpa replied,  "That's simple. 

Just in case someone forgets their 

rod, they hold the net in the lake and 

wait for a fish to swim into it."



Fish in the Lake + Baiting Know-How 

= Fish in the Net

Fish in the Lake =  _____________ 

Baiting Know -How=  ____________

Fish in the Net = _______________

+ =



Customized On-Site

Professional Development

Data Analysis
Action Plans

Tiered UbD Continuums of Skills
Strategic Instruction/Lessons

Differentiated Instruction/Lessons*
Assessment of Student Learning

* See Appendix E



Data Analysis

ïDistrict Quartile Performances
Determine Difficulty of Items

Outline Individual Student Deficit Skills

Identify Strengths & Weaknesses for 
each Quartile

Detect Instructional Gaps Across 
Quartiles

Pinpoint Reasonable Growth Targets 
Across Quartile Ability Levels

Track Cohort Quartile Performances on 
District Common Assessments



Location, Location, Location

Five Question Test

Scaled Score Locations
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* See Appendix A - IRT Equations



Creating Quartile Subgroups

Sort District Students Ranked by 
Increasing Math Ability Levels

Divide the Total Number of 

Students by 4

Create Four Relatively Equal 
Subgroups so that a Score does not 
fall into two Different Quartiles*

Determine the Success Rates by Item 
for each Subgroup

* See Sample in Appendix D



Math Grade 5 2009 

Sample District Quartile Profiles

Quartile
Range of 

Ability Levels
Central 

Tendencies

Bottom 562 ï663 
Average ï644

Median ï649*

Mid -Bottom 666 ï684 
Mean ï676*

Median ï678

Mid-Upper 687 ï704 
Mean ï695*

Median ï694

Upper 711 ï780
Mean ï735*

Median ï734


